TOWN OF ORONO

COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES
1. Roll Call

Present:  Council Chairman Geoffrey Gordon, Lianne Harris, Cindy Mehnert, Mark Haggerty, Tom Spitz, Tom Perry, Judy Sullivan, and Acting Town Manager Maria Weinberger.  

2. Approval of minutes of January 10, 13, 19, 24, and 31, 2011
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Lianne Harris to approve the minutes.  All voted in favor, 7-0.

3. Public Hearings - None
4. Unfinished Business - None
5. Consent Agenda
Order 11-18
Order, appointing Rita M. Sinclair as Registrar of Voters for a two-year term, expiring January 1, 2013.
Order 11-19    Order, setting March 14, 2011, 7:00 pm as the date for a public hearing 

        to consider a request by Keith Kennedy for an amendment to a Contract 

        Zone located at 117-121 Mill Street.

Order 11-20    Order, setting March 14, 2011, 7:00 pm as the date for a public hearing to consider Amendments to the Town of Orono Ordinances, Chapter 18 relating to Shoreland Zoning to be in compliance with Maine DEP.

Order 11-21
Order, setting the hours of voting as 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and the polling place as the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building for Wards 1 & 2 for the March 8, 2011 Municipal Election.

Order 11-22
Order, changing the hours that the Registrar will accept registrations of applicants who appear in person as follows: On the last five business days before the March 8, 2011 Municipal Election, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. [MRSA 21A, Sec. 122.6.A (2) and (8)].

Order 11-23
Order, approving the Town Clerk’s appointment of Warden and Assistant Warden for the March 8, 2011 Municipal Election:


Wardens – Stanley Borodko & Lianne Harris
Order 11-24
Order, accepting the Audit Report for Fiscal year ending June 30, 2010.

Order 11-25
Order, committing a true list of sewerage service assessment charges to Wanda J. Thomas, Treasurer, in the amount of $116,864.14.
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Lianne Harris.  All voted in favor of the consent agenda, 7-0.

6. New Business

Order 11-26 
Order, amending the Fee Schedule to comply with recently adopted increases for plumbing permit fees under the State of Maine Internal Plumbing Rules and Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Lianne Harris.  All voted in favor, 7-0.

Ms. Weinberger commented that the State has adopted new minimum fees for internal plumbing and subsurface wastewater disposal system permits.  She noted that when the State changes the fees the Town also needs to adopt the changes in its fee schedule.
Tom Spitz asked who gets the fee, the state or the town.  Ms. Weinberger responded that the town keeps 75% of the fee and sends 25% to the state.

Order 11-27   Order, agreeing that pursuant to 29-A MRSA, 2382, a construction



       overlimit permit will be issued to the Contractor for MDOT Project No. 



       18073.00, Hot Mix Asphalt Overlay and Pavement Milling on I-95 from 



       Bangor to Argyle. This will allow the Contractor to use overweight 



       equipment and loads on municipal ways.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Tom Perry.  All voted in favor, 7-0.

Ms. Weinberger stated that MDOT is requesting this permit to allow the contractor to travel overweight equipment on certain municipal roads if needed.  She noted that the Public Works Director indicates that the project is on I-95 and the only roads in Orono that may be impacted are the Kelley Road and Stillwater Avenue.  If the contractor intends to travel these roads, the Public Works Director will require them to obtain a Municipal Construction Bond.  The project is expected to take place during the summer of 2011.
7. Future Agenda Items/Items of Concern and Acknowledgements
Tom Perry thanked Wanda Thomas and Annie Brown for attending the Finance Committee meeting and providing a financial review of the budget.  He stated that he looks forward to quarterly reports.  He also appreciated receiving the RSU#26 Audit Report.  Mr. Perry commented that he appreciated the Police Chief’s report and acknowledged the awards received by Sgt. Wilcox, Sgt. Scripture, Officer Dinsmore and Officer Merrill.
Lianne Harris wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day and acknowledged Annie Brown’s birthday.  She welcomed Sophie Wilson on board as the new Town Manager.  Ms. Harris thanked Acting Town Manager Maria Weinberger for doing a wonderful job running the town in the interim.

Tom Spitz acknowledged the efforts of Ms. Weinberger and the whole staff.
Cindy Mehnert welcomed Sophie Wilson to the Town of Orono and congratulated Rita Sinclair for being appointed as the Registrar of Voters.  Ms. Mehnert asked about the status of the pedestrian crosswalk lights.  Ms. Weinberger stated that the project has begun but has not been completed due to the weather.  She noted that the Public Works Director is planning on giving Council an update on the crosswalk and street signals.

Judy Sullivan commended the Public Works Department for plowing and clearing the roads during a very snowy winter.   She commented that she is impressed with the Police Department and their willingness to raise money on their time off for Special Olympics during the “TIP-A-Cop” night at Margarita’s Restaurant and that it is  wonderful to see them in a different role.
Geoff Gordon commented that he is pleased to hear of the Civil War Monument repairs and will be glad to see it back out in the public.  Mr. Gordon stated that it is important to populate the Assessment Review Committee.   He also commented on the importance of producing a budget schedule.  Mr. Gordon acknowledged and thanked Ms. Wilson for attending the Council meeting.
8. Public Petitions - None
9. Public Comments
Susan Whitmore spoke of flooding at Webster Park in April and November 2010 and presented photographs.  She expressed concerns about the Park due to erosion and the effect on the trees.  She suggested brainstorming what could be done to save the trees and the bank from eroding.
Ms. Harris questioned whether it had anything to do with the dam.  Mr. Perry commented it is just seasonal flooding and has nothing to do with the dam.  Mr. Gordon stated that it is a natural park and therefore left natural, but he would pass Ms. Whitmore’s concerns on to the Public Works Director.

10.  Executive Session
a.  To discuss a Personnel matter, MSRS, Title 1, Chapter 13, Section 405(6)(A).
At 7:35 p.m., Cindy Mehnert moved and Tom Perry seconded to go into executive session.  All voted in favor, 7-0.
At 7:55 p.m., Tom Perry moved and Cindy Mehnert seconded to come out of executive session.  All voted in favor, 7-0.

11. Adjournment

At 7:56 p.m., Cindy Mehnert moved and Tom Perry seconded to adjourn.  All voted in favor, 
7-0.

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy W. Ward
Administrative Assistant
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