TOWN OF ORONO

COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES
1. Roll Call

Present:  Lianne Harris (Chair Pro Tem), Cindy Mehnert, Tom Spitz, Judy Sullivan, and Acting Town Manager Maria Weinberger.   Absent:  Council Chair Geoff Gordon, Mark Haggerty and Tom Perry.
2. Approval of minutes of February 14, 2011 and March 7, 2011
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Spitz to approve the minutes.  All voted in favor, 4-0.

3. Public Hearings

a. 
To consider a Victualer’s License for Miralam K. Mohmand d/b/a Orono Thriftway, 153 Park Street.

Public hearing a. opened at 7:01 p.m. Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all inspections have been done, the business complies with all applicable codes, and the staff is recommending approval of the license.  He stated that the grease trap is being maintained properly.  No public comments were made.   

Ms. Mehnert asked if the grease trap records are helpful.  Mr. Murphy commented that the records are helpful in verifying that the grease traps are maintained properly.  Public hearing a. closed at 7:03 p.m.

Order 11-28
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Miralam K. Mohmand d/b/a Orono Thriftway, 153 Park Street.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Judy Sullivan.  All voted in favor, 4-0.

b.
To consider a Class XI – Restaurant/Lounge Malt, Spirituous and Vinous Liquor License, Special Amusement Permit for Music, Dancing and Entertainment and Victualer’s License for Stillwater Brewing Co.,  d/b/a Bear Brew Pub, 36 Main Street.

Public hearing b. opened at 7:04 p.m. Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all inspections have been done, the business complies with all applicable codes, and the staff is 
recommending approval of the license.  He stated that the grease trap is being maintained  properly.  

Ms. Weinberger reported that the Bear Brew Pub has worked well with the Police Department;   they have obtained additional training through the Police Department .  They have purchased a scanner to help detect fake IDs and have not had any issues.
Owner Mr. Bence commented that he enjoys being in Orono and the business is doing well.  

Susan Whitmore commented that she was denied service at Bear Brew Pub in 2007.  Mr. Bence stated that he has only owned the business for the last year.  He assured Ms. Whitmore she will be given service when she returns.  
Mr. Spitz commented that he is happy to have the current owners and was pleased with their exemplary report.  Public hearing b. closed at 7:07 p.m.

Order 11-29
Order, approving a Class XI – Restaurant/Lounge Malt, Spirituous and Vinous Liquor License for Stillwater Brewing Co. d/b/a Bear Brew Pub, 36 Main Street.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Judy Sullivan.  All voted in favor, 4-0.

Order 11-30
Order, approving a Special Amusement Permit for Music, Dancing and Entertainment for Stillwater Brewing Co. d/b/a Bear Brew Pub, 36 Main Street.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Judy Sullivan.  All voted in favor, 4-0.

Order 11-31
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Stillwater Brewing Co. d/b/a Bear Brew Pub, 36 Main Street.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Spitz.  All voted in favor, 4-0.

c. 
To consider a request by Keith Kennedy for an amendment to a Contract Zone located at 117-121 Mill Street.

Public hearing c. opened at 7:10 p.m.  Evan Richert stated that the Planning Board received a referral of this contract zone amendment from the Council.   The initial request from Mr. Kennedy was to allow for a second apartment unit on part of the first floor and the second floor with a maximum of 4 unrelated persons in each apartment.  

At the Planning Board’s public hearing on February 16, 2011, several residents spoke in opposition to additional residential housing.  As a result of the hearing, the Planning Board did not recommend approval of the request for an additional apartment.  However, the Board did recommend that Mr. Kennedy consider limited retail opportunities versus residential housing.

Mr. Kennedy presented a revision to his initial Contract Zone amendment and asked the Community Development Committee to consider an amendment to add “low-impact non-residential uses” to the uses allowed in the Contract Zone, which is consistent with the Planning Board’s recommendation.  The Committee supported the revised amendment which is presented tonight.

Ms. Sullivan asked Mr. Richert to explain this type of use.  Mr. Richert commented that it is a performance based use.  He described several of the standards used (i.e. limiting the number of trips, low truck traffic, square footage of space, signage, no outdoor storage facilities, etc).  He noted that the performance based standards limit the size and scale of operation, but allow for more leeway with tenants (i.e. small retail, personal services, office, etc).  

No one spoke in opposition.  Cynthia Crosser spoke as a proponent, stating that she is happy about the amendment.  She stated that the proposed change is a good solution for everyone that allows for flexibility without creating another apartment and the noise associated with it.  Public hearing c. closed at 7:17 p.m.

d. 
To consider Amendments to the Town of Orono Ordinances, Chapter 18 relating to Shoreland Zoning for the purpose of being in compliance with Maine DEP.

Public hearing d. opened at 7:18 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy stated that in August 2009, the Maine Department of Environmental Protection approved amendments to the Orono Land Use Ordinance, adopted by the Council in June 2009, which incorporated changes to the state’s mandatory Shoreland Zoning guidelines.  The DEP’s approval was conditional, with additional amendments to be adopted.  The proposed amendments complete the required changes.  Both Maine DEP and the Town’s Attorney Tom Russell, have reviewed and approved these amendments.  Mr. Murphy noted that no substantive changes have been made; it is mainly housekeeping in nature.
Ms. Sullivan acknowledged that these changes are to make the Town in compliance with Maine DEP.  No comments from the public were made.  Public hearing d. closed at 7:20 p.m.

4. Acknowledgments by Council Members

Judy Sullivan congratulated the incumbents on being re-elected to Council.  She commented that she is glad to see the snow melting and thanked the Public Works crew for their effort all winter.

Cindy Mehnert acknowledged the number of residents who voted at the Municipal Election.  She commented that she hopes there is not a lot of snow in March.
Tom Spitz congratulated Mr. Gordon and Ms. Mehnert for being re-elected.  He noted that there were over 500 residents who voted, which is a higher turnout than past years.  He commented that he is happy to see some greenery and soon it will be time to sweep the streets.
Lianne Harris congratulated the Councilors and RSU#26 Board Members who were recently elected.  She thanked the staff responsible for running the election and noted the long hours and effort that goes into holding an election.
5. Unfinished Business - None
6. Consent Agenda
Order 11-32
Order, appointing George Eaton to the Board of Assessment Review to fill an unexpired term until April 2013.
Order 11-33
Order, reappointing Tom Perry as the Council Representative to the Orono Economic Development Corporation for a three-year term expiring January 2014 and acknowledging the resignation of Lianne Harris from OEDC as a Council Representative.
Order 11-34
Order, accepting the Orono-Old Town RRT FY2010 Homeland Security Grant Award from MEMA in the amount of $26,687 for the purpose of purchasing MSA Monitoring Instrumentation.

Order 11-35
Order, committing a true list of sewerage service assessments to Wanda J. Thomas, Treasurer, in the amount of $135,146.72.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Judy Sullivan to approve the consent agenda.  

All voted in favor, 4-0.

7. New Business

Order 11-36
Order, ratifying the agreement between the Town of Orono and the International Association of Fire Fighters, AFL-CIO Local 3106 from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2013, and authorizing the Council Chair and Acting Town Manager to sign.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Spitz.  All voted in favor, 4-0.

Ms. Weinberger stated that negotiations regarding the provisions of the 2010-2013 collective bargaining agreement between the Town and IAFF Local 3106 began in April 2010.  Due to negotiations being stalled at impasse, and fact finding having taken place, an agreement was reached between the parties and the proposal is presented for ratification tonight.
Ms. Weinberger outlined the newly-negotiated provisions of this contract as follows:  1)  No wage increase (COLA) in the first year.  The following two years will have an automatic re-opener for the limited and specific purpose of negotiating a wage increase for years 2012 and 2013;  2)  The accrual of twelve shifts of vacation will occur at the completion of twenty years of service, instead of twenty-five years of service;  3)  The Town shall provide Maine Municipal Employees Health Trust Plan C, rather than Plan A.  A provision exists for employees under this contract to remain in Plan A and pay the difference in cost; and, 4) The agreement shall be effective July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2013.

Ms. Sullivan thanked Ms. Weinberger for her time and effort on behalf of the Town.  Ms. Mehnert thanked Ms. Weinberger and Fire Chief Webb for a great job.

Tom Spitz thanked all of the Town employees for holding the line on wages for the last two years during these difficult economic times.
8. Future Agenda Items/Items of Concern

Ms. Sullivan commented that she looks forward to the budget process beginning and the learning experience it brings with it.
Ms. Mehnert commented that she looks forward to Sophia Wilson starting her employment with the Town in April and being present at the next regular Council meeting.
Ms. Weinberger announced that the “Cabin Fever Reliever” will be held on March 24, 2011 and Ms. Wilson will be in attendance.
9. Public Petitions - None
10. Public Comments

Susan Whitmore expressed concerns about children playing too close to the river in Webster Park.  She stressed the importance of adults and parents informing children to stay away from the ice near the river.  Ms. Weinberger offered to write a news article for the Town’s website and to notify the School Superintendent, Public Works Director and Parks and Recreation Director.
Ms. Whitmore also expressed concerns about the escalation of crime in the area.  She described various situations.  Ms. Weinberger urged her to call the Police Department and let them take care of any situation that occurs.
Michelle Goldman, President of the Orono Village Association and resident of Mill Street, thanked the Public Works Department for their snow removal efforts.  Ms. Harris commented that it has been a snowy winter and the Public Works crew has done a wonderful job.
11. Adjournment

At 7:40 p.m., Tom Sptiz moved and Cindy Mehnert seconded to adjourn.  All voted in favor, 
4-0.

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy W. Ward
Administrative Assistant
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