Council Minutes of April 11, 2011

TOWN OF ORONO

COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES
1. Roll Call

Present:  Council Chairman Geoffrey Gordon, Lianne Harris, Cindy Mehnert, Mark Haggerty, Tom Perry, Judy Sullivan, and Town Manager Sophie Wilson.   Absent:  Tom Spitz.

2. Approval of minutes of March 14, March 21, and March 28, 2011
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert to approve the minutes.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

3. Election of Council Chairman 
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Tom Perry to nominate Geoffrey Gordon as Council Chairman.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
Mr. Gordon suggested adding the forwarding Order 11-54 to the agenda to reappoint the Council Committee chairpersons for another year.  The Council unanimously agreed.
Order 11-54 
Order, appointing all Council members to the standing Council committees with the following members serving as chairpersons:  Finance/Administration – Tom Perry; Community Development – Cindy Mehnert; and Operations - Tom Spitz.  

Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Judy Sullivan.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
4. Public Hearings

a. To consider a Victualer’s License for Stillwater One Stop, 10 Stillwater Avenue.

Public hearing a. opened at 7:05 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all inspections have been done, the taxes are paid, and the staff is recommending approval of the license.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing a. closed at 7:06 p.m.

Order 11-37
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Stillwater One Stop, 

10 Stillwater Avenue.
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
5. Acknowledgments by Council Members

Judy Sullivan commented that she was sorry to have missed the Cabin Fever Reliever and acknowledged that it was a wonderful event for the employees.  Ms. Sullivan also acknowledged the two Orono High School students for winning the speech competition.
Ms. Mehnert acknowledged how busy the Parks and Recreation Department has been with such a small staff.   She stated that she was happy to hear the winter boards would be coming off the bridge tomorrow.

Lianne Harris welcomed Sophie Wilson as the new Town Manager and thanked Maria Weinberger for all she did filling in over the last few months.  She commented that the town has a terrific team.  Ms. Harris also thanked the Public Works crew for their snow removal efforts over a very difficult winter.

Tom Perry joined Ms. Harris in thanking Ms. Weinberger for doing such a great job as Acting Town Manager.  He also thanked the department heads and staff for their assistance.  Mr. Perry acknowledged the Orono Police Department for achieving the CALEA national accreditation which few communities in the state receive.
Mark Haggerty welcomed Ms. Wilson and thanked Ms. Weinberger and the staff for their efforts.

Geoff Gordon also welcomed Ms. Wilson and thanked Ms. Weinberger for a job well done.  Mr. Gordon commented on being impressed with the number of people who are willing to volunteer and serve the community.  He also announced that Stream Cleanup will take place May 14th and to call the Town Office for more details.
6. Unfinished Business - None
7. Consent Agenda
Order 11-38
Order, creating the Kelley Road Business Park Advisory Committee and appointing Peter Lyford, Sharon Quinn Fitzgerald, Leyton Sewall, Michael Goldberg, Steve Colburn, Andy Perkins (Shep Shepherd as his alternate), David Thompson, and Lianne Harris.

Order 11-39
Order, accepting a $5,000 Mini-Grant from the Maine Center for Disease Control for “Sun Safety and the Prevention of Skin Cancer” for a Parks and Recreation Department Shade Structure.  No match required.

Order 11-40
Order, appointing James Franklin to the Board of Appeals for a 3-year term expiring April 2014 and to the Board of Assessment Review filling an unexpired term until April 2012.
Order 11-41
Order, appointing Maria Weinberger as the General Assistance Administrator.

Order 11-42
Order, appointing William Murphy as Plumbing Inspector.

Order 11-43
Order, appointing William Murphy as Code Enforcement Officer.

Order 11-44
Order, confirming the following appointments of the Town Manager:


Town Treasurer



Wanda Thomas


Assessor




Richard Sands


Building Inspector


William Murphy


Electrical Inspector


William Murphy


Tree Warden



Robert Yerxa

Road Commissioner


Robert Yerxa

Order 11-45
Order, appointing Charles Heinonen as Alternate Plumbing Inspector.

Order 11-46
Order, appointing Peter Hall as Alternate Electrical Inspector.

Order 11-47   Order, certifying Benefit Assessment Installment Payments for Outer Forest Avenue Sewer Main Project:


The Orono Town Council, in its capacity as the municipal officers of the Town of Orono hereby certifies that the following installment payment on the benefit assessments for the Forest Avenue Sewer Extension Project is due to be paid to the tax collector on or before May 15, 2011:

             
Name of Owner(s)

Lot/Parcel of Land         


Against Whom Assessment 
        Assessed               Installment                    is Made 


(Tax Map Lot No.)   Amount Due


Kimberly D. Taylor 

Map 19-3, Lot 33 
    $522.25

Any installment not paid by the due date shall be subject to a special tax, equal to the amount of the total unpaid assessment.  This certification shall be filed with the tax collector for collection.

Order 11-48
Order, committing a true list of sewerage service assessments to Wanda J. Thomas, Treasurer, in the amount of $131,169.68.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Lianne Harris to approve the consent agenda.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
At the request of Ms. Sullivan, Mr. Gordon read aloud the names of the volunteers for the Kelley Road Business Park Advisory Committee so the public would know who to contact.
8. New Business

Order 11-49
Order, approving a request by Keith Kennedy for an Amendment to a Contract Zone located at 117-121 Mill Street.
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
Ms. Weinberger gave a brief history of Mr. Kennedy’s request to amend his contract zone.  His initial request was to allow for a second apartment unit on part of the first floor and the second floor.  However, at the Planning Board’s public hearing on February 16, 2011, several residents spoke in opposition to another apartment.  The Planning Board did not recommend approval of the request, but did recommend that Mr. Kennedy consider expanded retail uses.   Mr. Kennedy presented a revised amendment to add “low-impact non-residential uses” to what is allowed in the Contract Zone.  It was noted that the Community Development Committee fully discussed and supported the revised amendment.
Ms. Harris commented that this request was well presented and is a good solution to the situation.
Order 11-50
Order, approving a sole source agreement with WBRC Architects in the amount of $12,000 for recommendations for Downtown Façade Improvements with funds to be drawn from the Administrative and Planning budgets.
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Lianne Harris.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
Ms. Weinberger commented that Mr. Richert learned of a grant opportunity through Communities for Maine’s Future.  One of the options looked at was downtown façade improvements which would require a one-for-one match.  Mr. Richert met with OVA and property owners to see if there would be interest.  Prior to applying for the grant, additional information will be needed on the properties and cost estimates.  In 1995, WBRC created a downtown plan that included façade improvements.  Mr. Richert met with WBRC to see what it would cost to update the plan, meet with the property owners and develop cost estimates.  
Ms. Mehnert asked where the funds would be drawn.  Ms. Wilson stated that $7,000 would be drawn from the Manager/Contingency Accounts and $5,000 from Planning.

Mr. Perry commented that an upgraded plan will be good ground work for the future whether the Town is successful with this grant or not.

Order 11-51 
Order, adopting the Proposed Amendments to the Town of Orono Ordinances, Chapter 18 relating to Shoreland Zoning for the purpose of being in compliance with Maine DEP.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy stated that in August 2009, Maine DEP approved the Shoreland Zoning amendments conditioned on additional amendments being adopted.  The proposed amendments are those additional changes.  The amendments have been reviewed by DEP and the Town’s Attorney and are ready for adoption. 
Order 11-52
Order, accepting a Dedication of Grant Road from Mark Kantor and Don Benson Orono/Forest Associates, LLP as described in the Warranty Deed for the Right-of-Way and the Drainage Easements to the Town of Orono and establishing the same as a Town Way.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Lianne Harris and friendly amended to correct the ownership from Mark Kantor and Don Benson as individuals to Forest/Orono Associates, LLP.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Mr. Murphy reported that the road has been completed and has satisfied all the necessary requirements.  All of the deeds to the lots have been executed and recorded by the attorney.
Tom Perry asked if the road would be plowed.  Mr. Yerxa explained that the road would be plowed at Public Works’ convenience until people live there and require access.  This is the same practice as Shadbush Lane.

Order 11-53
Order, accepting the Maine Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Funds in the amount of $41,055 with matching funds of $3,068 to be drawn from the FY2011 Energy Efficient Projects Account and $5,950 to be drawn from the FY2012 WPCF Capital Reserve Account.
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Parks and Recreation Director Norm Poirier stated that the Town was approved for $41,055 through Efficiency Maine for projects which would reduce energy costs and consumption. The Town decided to propose two projects: 1) retrofitting lights/ballasts with energy efficient lighting in most of the Town’s buildings, and 2) to research the probability of installing an air heat exchanger in the WPCF.   The local match requirement is $3,068 for the lights and $5,950 for the air heating exchanger study.  Cost savings are expected to be $4,396 per year for the lights and $5100 per year for the air heating exchanger.
Ms. Mehnert asked if the WPCF funds are being taken out of next year’s budget because the project will be done next fiscal year.  Mr. Poirier confirmed that to be true.
9. Future Agenda Items/Items of Concern

Councilors commented that the major future item is the budget.  Ms. Sullivan stated that her monthly financial sheets were missing from her packet.  Ms. Wilson stated that it was an oversight and would be corrected.
10. Public Petitions - None
11. Public Comments

Susan Whitmore stated that the town voted to spend money on an architect for the downtown façade improvements.  She then asked if funds would be available to follow through with the improvements.  Ms. Mehnert stated that funds would be available if the town is awarded a grant.  Ms. Sullivan commented that the architect’s update to the 1995 plan will get the town ready for this grant or future grant opportunities.
Ms. Whitmore commented that many properties are displaying rent signs.  She questioned whether property owners are required to screen their tenants.  The Council stated that the Town had no ordinances that addressed screening prospective tenants; however, there are ordinances in place to control various issues.
12. Adjournment

At 7:55 p.m., Tom Perry moved and Cindy Mehnert seconded to adjourn.  All voted in favor, 

6-0.

Minutes are not verbatim.  A tape-recorded version is available in the Town Office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy W. Ward

Administrative Assistant
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