Council Minutes of May 9, 2011


TOWN OF ORONO

COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES
1. Roll Call

Present:  Council Chairman Geoffrey Gordon, Lianne Harris, Cindy Mehnert, Mark Haggerty, Tom Perry, Tom Spitz, and Town Manager Sophia Wilson.   Absent:  Judy Sullivan.

2. Approval of minutes of April 11 and April 25, 2011
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Lianne Harris to approve the minutes.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

3. Public Hearings

a. To consider a Class I – Malt, Spirituous and Vinous Liquor License for Chou Enterprises Inc. d/b/a China Garden, 6 Stillwater Avenue.
Public hearing a. opened at 7:04 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all inspections have been done and no violations were found, the grease trap records are fine, the taxes have been paid, and the staff is recommending approval of the license.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing a. closed at 7:05 p.m.

Order 11-56
Order, approving a Class I – Malt, Spirituous and Vinous Liquor License for Chou Enterprises Inc. d/b/a China Garden, 6 Stillwater Avenue.

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Lianne Harris.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
b. To consider a Class I-A Hotel Malt, Spirituous & Vinous Liquor License, Victualer’s License and Special Amusement Permit for Music, Dancing & Entertainment for Black Bear Inn Associates, d/b/a Black Bear Inn Conference Center, 4 Godfrey Drive.

Public hearing b. opened at 7:06 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all inspections have been done and no violations were found.  The grease traps are being maintained and better records will be kept in the future.  The taxes have been paid and the staff is recommending approval of the licenses.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing b. closed at 7:07 p.m.

Order 11-57
Order, approving a Class I-A Hotel Malt, Spirituous & Vinous Liquor License, for Black Bear Inn Associates, d/b/a Black Bear Inn Conference Center, 4 Godfrey Drive.

Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Order 11-58
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Black Bear Inn Associates, d/b/a Black Bear Inn Conference Center, 4 Godfrey Drive.

Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Order 11-59
Order, approving a Special Amusement Permit for Music, Dancing & Entertainment for Black Bear Inn Associates, d/b/a Black Bear Inn Conference Center, 4 Godfrey Drive.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

c. A Class XI Restaurant/Lounge Malt, Spirituous & Vinous Liquor License, Victualer’s License and Special Amusement Permit for Music, Dancing & Entertainment for Woodman’s LLC, d/b/a Woodman’s Bar & Grill, 31 Main Street.

Public hearing c. opened at 7:09 p.m. Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all inspections have been done and no violations were found, the grease trap records are fine, the taxes have been paid, and the staff is recommending approval of the licenses.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing c. closed at 7:10 p.m.

Order 11-60
Order, approving a Class XI Restaurant/Lounge Malt, Spirituous & Vinous Liquor License for Woodman’s LLC, d/b/a Woodman’s Bar & Grill, 31 Main Street.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Tom Perry.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Order 11-61
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Woodman’s LLC, d/b/a Woodman’s Bar & Grill, 31 Main Street.

Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Order 11-62
Order, approving a Special Amusement Permit for Music, Dancing & Entertainment for Woodman’s LLC, d/b/a Woodman’s Bar & Grill, 31 Main Street.
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

4. Acknowledgments by Council Members

Cindy Mehnert congratulated the recent University of Maine graduates.   She also thanked the Town Office staff for their efforts in cleaning up old records and files.  She commented that she was glad for WPCF Superintendent Paul Wintle in getting the foam irritation issue under control 
at the plant.  Ms. Mehnert noted that she was impressed with a Public Works employee who stopped and went out of his way to fix a street light before traveling on. 
Tom Spitz congratulated all the University of Maine graduates.  He noted that there were a record number of graduates this year.  He commented that the Town crews are doing a great job as usual.
Lianne Harris commented that she is looking forward to seeing the new banners downtown.  She congratulated Aaron Jellison on being selected United Technologies Center Student of the Year and noted his accomplishments as a pre-apprenticeship student with the Orono Fire Department.  Ms. Harris also thanked the Town Department Heads for their time and efforts in submitting the monthly reports.
Mark Haggerty congratulated the University of Maine graduates.  He also announced that the Stream Cleanup will take place on May 14, 2011.  
Geoff Gordon encouraged residents to take part in the Stream Cleanup event.  He commented that residents should call the Town Office for more information.  Mr. Gordon also acknowledged and supported the training that occurs in every Town department.
5. Unfinished Business - None
6. Proclamations

Order 11-63
Order, proclaiming May 17, 2011 as the official day for the celebration of Arbor Day in the Town of Orono.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Mr. Gordon read the proclamation aloud.

7. Consent Agenda
Mark Haggerty requested that Order 11-66 be removed from the Consent Agenda and taken up under New Business.

Order 11-64
Order, accepting a $750 Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant from the Maine Forestry Service to purchase Two Foam Eductors.  (Matching funds to be drawn from the Fire Department Budget.)
Order 11-65
Order, appointing the following board/committee appointments, as recommended by the Community Development Committee:

Planning Board:  Phil Ruck (5-year term, regular seat: expiring 2016) 

Library Board of Trustees:  Mary Cady and Jennifer Jain (3-year terms, regular seats: expiring 2014)
Library Youth Member:  Laurie Hamilton (1-year term: expiring 2012)

Personnel Board of Appeals:  Mary Cady (3-year term:  expiring 2014)

Tree Board:  Pat Thompson and David Thompson (3-year terms: expiring 2014) 

Trails Committee:  Cynthia Blease, Jack Blease, Chris Dorion, David Frankel, Sally Jacobs, Michael Opitz, David Thompson, Gail White, and Molly MacLean (2-year terms:  expiring 2013)

Order 11-67
Order, approving the Agreement between the Town of Orono, OVA, and the University of Maine Business School for services in preparing and helping to execute a Marketing Plan and Branding Program.
Order 11-68
Order, setting June 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. as the date for a public hearing to discuss the 2011-2012 Municipal, Capital, and WPCF budgets.

Order 11-69
Order, setting June 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. as the date for a public hearing for reviewing the Orono Village Center District Development Program.

Order 11-70
Order, setting June 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. as the date for the public hearing on the estimating and assessing of assessments upon all lots or property within the Village Center Tax District (Municipal District) and establishing a tax rate for Fiscal Year 2012.

Order 11-71
Order, setting the voting as 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and the polling places\ as the Orono Council Chamber Municipal Building for Wards 1 and 2 for the June 14, 2011 RSU #26 Budget Validation Referendum Election. 

Order 11-72
Order, approving the Town Clerk’s appointment of Geoffrey Gordon and Thomas Perry as Wardens for the June 14, 2011 RSU #26 Budget Validation Referendum Election.
Order 11-73
Order, committing a true list of sewerage service assessments to Wanda J. Thomas, Treasurer, in the amount of $134,125.22.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Perry to approve the Consent Agenda.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

8. New Business

Order 11-66
Order, approving the Agreement between the Town of Orono and the University of Maine System for the “Orono Village Association Communication and Partnership Project”.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.
Moved by Mark Haggerty and seconded by Cindy Mehnert to table Order 11-66.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Order 11-74
Order, determining that property acquired by the town by virtue of a tax/or sewer lien foreclosure on the following properties shall not be retained by the town, and the owners shall be offered the opportunity to redeem said properties in accordance with the Town’s Redemption Policy: 

Name
Address

Map Lot

Ramona Mellows
26 Austin Drive

019-003-040-26

Heirs of Mark Cook
0 Lexington Road
019-001-031

Devan Bartlett
26 Schoppe Drive
018-000-047-026

John Foster & Dori Davis
11 Schoppe Drive
018-000-047-011

Heirs of Rita Fortier
30 Island Avenue 
027-004-087

Dale Noyes
18 Austin Drive

019-003-040-18

Mr. Gordon requested waiving the reading of the names, addresses and map/lot numbers.  Council agreed.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Ms. Wilson stated that there are six properties that were automatically foreclosed on.  Ms. Wilson stated that the first step in the Town’s Redemption Policy is determining if the properties will be retained by the town or offered back to the owners of record.  
Mr. Gordon asked if the town has any liability with tax acquired properties.  Ms. Wilson stated that the town has no liability with the properties until it asserts its ownership rights.

In the future, Mr. Gordon requested that Council be notified when properties go to foreclosure.  Ms. Wilson offered to provide Council with information on liens.
Mr. Gordon questioned whether property owners of record will be assisted in writing letters to redeem their properties.  Ms. Wilson assured Council that the Town Clerk will assist anyone wanting to redeem their property in any way possible.
9. Future Agenda Items/Items of Concern

Mark Haggerty asked about the status of the downtown grant.  Michelle Goldman commented that WBRC has visited the twelve downtown property owners and is moving through the process.  She commented that many of the owners seem to be on board with the idea of the façade improvements.
Mr. Haggerty asked about the status of the Webster Mill Site.  Ms. Wilson stated it will be coming up on an agenda soon.
Mr. Haggerty asked if the Riverside RSU had submitted their budget.  Ms. Wilson commented that the initial budget numbers are not official yet.

Mr. Haggerty asked about the status of the Public Works winter budget.  Mr. Yerxa stated that it is under budget overall.
Mr. Gordon asked about the status of the grubs at the cemetery.  Mr. Yerxa commented that a professional will be hired to address the issue and they will not be using herbicides or pesticides.

10. Public Petitions - None
11. Public Comments

Susan Whitmore expressed concerns about flooding in Webster Park and that the trees along the shore are underwater.  She also expressed concerns about someone offering her marijuana on the street.  Ms. Whitmore commented that she contacted the telephone company with concerns about possible computer hacking.
Kate Hayden expressed concerns about debris being left along the railroad tracks and requested that the Town contact Pan Am Railways, the owner of the tracks to hold them accountable for keeping the tracks free from trash and debris.  Mr. Gordon suggested that Ms. Hayden meet with the Town Manager to draft a letter to the railroad company.
Ms. Hayden also asked about the Town cleaning up the lot across from the boat launch in the Basin.  Mr. Sands stated that the property was privately owned.  Mr. Gordon suggested Ms. Wilson write a letter to the property owners.
Ms. Hayden commented that the Horticulture Club from the University of Maine may be able to assist the Town with the library landscaping.  She also commented that neighborhoods could contact the Club as a resource to assist with beautification.
12. Adjournment

At 7:50 p.m., Cindy Mehnert moved and Tom Spitz seconded to adjourn.  All voted in favor, 

6-0.

Minutes are not verbatim.  A tape-recorded version is available in the Town Office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy W. Ward

Administrative Assistant
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