TOWN OF ORONO

COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING

MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.

MINUTES
1. Roll Call

Present:  Council Chairman Geoffrey Gordon, Cindy Mehnert, Tom Perry, Tom Spitz, Lianne Harris, Mark Haggerty, and Town Manager Sophia Wilson.   Absent:  Judy Sullivan.
2. Approval of minutes of June 13, June 20, and June 27, 2011
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Perry to approve the minutes.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

3. Public Hearings

a. To consider a Victualer’s License for College Dogs, 6 Stillwater Avenue.
Public hearing a. opened at 7:02 p.m.  Mr. Gordon stated that the owners are not ready to open and have requested continuing this public hearing until the August 8, 2011 Council Meeting.  Mr. Gordon asked for a motion to continue public hearing a.

Moved by Tom Spitz and seconded by Lianne Harris to continue public hearing a. until the next Council Meeting, August 8, 2011.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
b. To consider a Victualer’s License for Irena Bazhba, d/b/a Orono House of Pizza, 154 Park Street.
Public hearing b. opened at 7:02 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all the inspections have been done, the State license is current and staff is recommending approval.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing b. closed at 7:03 p.m.

Order 11-126
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Irena Bazhba, d/b/a Orono House of Pizza, 154 Park Street.
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

c. To consider a Victualer’s License for CAMREP, Inc. d/b/a Spotlight Cinemas, 
6 Stillwater Avenue.
Public hearing c. opened at 7:03 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all the inspections have been done, their State license is current and staff is recommending approval.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing c. closed at 7:04 p.m.

Order 11-127
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for CAMREP, Inc. d/b/a Spotlight Cinemas, 6 Stillwater Avenue.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Perry.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

d. To consider a Victualer’s License for William Sovis, Big Shoe, Inc., d/b/a Subway, 
10 Stillwater Avenue.
Public hearing d. opened at 7:05 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all the inspections have been done, their State license is current and staff is recommending approval.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing d. closed at 7:06 p.m.

Order 11-128
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for William Sovis, Big Shoe, Inc., d/b/a Subway, 10 Stillwater Avenue.
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

e. To consider a Victualer’s License for Circle K #7021, 2 Stillwater Avenue.
Public hearing e. opened at 7:07 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all the inspections have been done, their license through the Department of Agriculture is current and staff is recommending approval.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing e. closed at 7:08 p.m.

Order 11-129
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Circle K #7021, 2 Stillwater Avenue.
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

f. 
To consider a Victualer’s License for Hospi Food Service, d/b/a Subway, 53 Main Street.
Public hearing f. opened at 7:09 p.m.  Code Enforcement Officer Bill Murphy reported that all the inspections have been done.  He noted that their State license has expired, but a new one has been issued.  He commented that staff is recommending approval.  No public comments were made.  Public hearing f. closed at 7:10 p.m.

Order 11-130
Order, approving a Victualer’s License for Hospi Food Service, d/b/a Subway, 53 Main Street.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Perry.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
4. Acknowledgments by Council Members

Tom Perry acknowledged the tremendous work that has gone into the reconstruction of Pine Street.  He commented that he is pleased with the new road and sidewalk.
Lianne Harris thanked everyone for their good wishes while she was home recuperating.  She commented that it made a difference and she was glad to be back.
Tom Spitz acknowledged the people who are circulating petitions to repeal the ban on same-day voter registration.
Geoff Gordon thanked everyone involved in the recent Stillwater Artsapaloosa event.  He noted that it was a great success.
5. Unfinished Business - None
6. Consent Agenda
Order 11-131
Order, authorizing the Town Manager to sign and execute the Release of Easements for Stormwater and Sanitary Sewer to Donald A. and June F. Grant of 7 Fernwood Street.
Order 11-132
Order, authorizing the Town Manager to sign and execute the Release of Easements for Stormwater and Sanitary Sewer to Louis J. and Aitbala Sargent of 11 Fernwood Street.
Order 11-133
Order, authorizing the Town Manager to extend the Agreement with the Town of Milford to provide Assessment Services for FY2011-2012.

Order 11-134
Order, authorizing the Town Manager to negotiate and enter into an agreement for Animal Control Services with Town of Milford for FY2011-2012.

Order 11-135
Order, committing a true list of sewerage service assessments to Wanda J. Thomas, Treasurer, in the amount of $145,838.42.
Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Tom Perry to approve the consent agenda.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
7. New Business

Order 11-136
Order, awarding the bid for the Phase II Brownfield Cleanup at the Webster Mill Site to Gary M. Pomeroy Logging, Inc. of Hermon, Maine with a base bid of $172,470 and additional optional costs as outlined in A1-A4 of the original bid documents and, further, to authorize the Town Manager to sign and execute necessary contract documents and to expend up to 10% contingency costs for the project.
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Mr. Richert stated that the Town received five bids for the Webster Mill Riverbank Remediation Project.  The initial low bidder stated that they had made an error and requested to retract their bid.  The next low bidder was Gary M. Pomeroy Logging, Inc.  Based upon the review of bid documents, responses from references, and communications with representatives of the company, Ransom Environmental recommends that the Town award the contract to Gary M. Pomeroy Logging, Inc. 
Mr. Haggerty clarified that the Brownfield Cleanup is not being done by the logging division of the company.  Mr. Richert affirmed that to be true, stated that the company is certified to do the cleanup.

Mr. Gordon asked about notifying the neighbors of the project.  Mr. Richert stated that letters will be sent to the neighbors and information will be on the Town’s website. 
Order 11-137
Order, authorizing the Town Manager to sign and execute Amendment No. 1 to the Credit Enhancement Agreement for Webster Point Affordable Housing Development District as authorized on January 10, 2011.

Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Tom Perry.  All voted in favor, 6-0. 
Mr. Richert noted that this is a technical amendment.  He noted that because the sequence of events are different than originally assumed, this amendment would allow the Town to hold the funds that would otherwise be returned until such time that certificates of occupancy are issued for building.  He noted that Developers Collaborative may do the cleanup and cover the parking lot before the building is built.  He commented that any TIF funds generated from the project will be held in an account until the developer receives a Certificate of Occupancy.

Mr. Haggerty questioned what would happen if the building is not built.  Mr. Richert responded if that occurs the TIF would be dissolved.
Mr. Richert stated that the next steps for the project are for the developer to seek bids for the demolition of the building (August/September) and for the Brownfield Cleanup to occur (September/October).
Mr. Haggerty asked about the building unit presales.  Mr. Richert commented that he would be meeting with Mr. Bunker on Wednesday to get an update.

Order 11-138
Order, awarding the bid for two Police Vehicles to Quirk Ford of Augusta for the purchase of one 2011 Ford Crown Victoria in the amount of $22,851, and one 2011 Ford Fusion in the amount of $15,681; plus equipment changeover and set-up through Whitten’s 2-Way Service in Brewer for $3,500 (for both vehicles) and graphics work done through Graphix Design of Old Town for the Crown Victoria for $600.

Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Lianne Harris.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
Police Chief Duquette stated that funds have been budgeted to purchase two police vehicles.  He commented that staff is recommending the replacement of the two older, higher mileage, and higher maintenance cruisers with one Crown Victoria and one Ford Fusion.  Quirk Ford of Augusta was the low bidder for both vehicles.

Ms. Mehnert asked what happens with the old vehicles.  Chief Duquette stated that the old ones are taken out of service and sold.  He noted that they have had a history of good resale value.
Mr. Perry asked how the Ford Fusion was to be used.  Chief Duquette stated that he would be using it and his current vehicle would become part of the fleet.
Order 11-139
Order, authorizing the Town Manager to sign and execute the Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with Maine Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (MEWARN) for the Town of Orono Wastewater Pollution Control Facility. 

Moved by Cindy Mehnert and seconded by Lianne Harris.  All voted in favor, 6-0.
WPCF Superintendent Paul Wintle stated that the plant would benefit from being a member of MEWARN, especially in a major disaster.   He noted that many area utilities have joined or are considering joining.  He spoke of the benefit of helping each other and developing a good relationship with other utilities.

Ms. Harris asked how the organization is run.  Mr. Wintle commented that it is EPA sponsored and promoted and there are volunteers involved.  He noted that there is no charge to the utility but they establish a mechanism to recover costs in emergency situations.
Order 11-140
Order, disposing of a 40’ x 60’ parcel of Town-owned property located on Essex Street, Map 14 Lot 10 and authorizing the Town Manager to pursue the Sale to Abutters as described in the Town of Orono Ordinances, Section 2-150 (b)(3).
Moved by Lianne Harris and seconded by Cindy Mehnert.
Moved by Tom Perry and seconded by Tom Spitz to table Order 11-140.  All voted in favor, 6-0.

Ms. Wilson stated that in September of 2010, the 40’ x 60’ lot on Essex Street was donated to the Town.  Recently the Assessor was contacted by the abutter about purchasing this lot from the Town.  
In accordance with the Town’s procedure for disposal of real estate, Ordinance Section 2-150, the Council must determine whether or not it is in the best interest of the Town to dispose of any real estate owned by the Town.  If the determination to dispose is made, the Council must then authorize the Town Manager to pursue such disposal through one of the four processes.  Ms. Wilson recommended the disposition of property through the sale to abutters which requires the Town Manager to provide notice to all abutters that contains an invitation to submit a written offer for the property.  Ms. Wilson stated that she has confirmed with staff that there is no Town interest in keeping the parcel.  
Mr. Gordon questioned whether a public hearing is required before a determination of disposal is made by the Council.  Ms. Wilson recommended tabling this item until she can review the ordinance further.
8. Future Agenda Items/Items of Concern

Geoff Gordon stated that four Councilors will not be present at the August 8th Council Meeting and suggested that the meeting not be held due to the lack of a quorum.  The Councilors agreed.

Mark Haggerty asked the Code Enforcement Officer for updates on his monthly report relating to the number of unrelated people allowed at a certain grandfathered property.  Mr. Murphy explained the situation.  Mr. Haggerty also asked how property maintenance issues are enforced.  Mr. Murphy explained that if a property meets the criteria of a junkyard they can be forced to clean it up.  Ms. Wilson commented that a Proposed Property Maintenance Ordinance is coming forward at the July 25th Committee meeting.

Geoff Gordon suggested putting an article in the Orono Observer to re-educate the public about the requirements of building permits.  Ms. Harris also stated that people should remind their contractors about getting a permit.
9. Public Petitions - None
10. Public Comments - None
11. Adjournment

At 7:40 p.m., Tom Perry moved and Cindy Mehnert seconded to adjourn.  All voted in favor, 

6-0.

Minutes are not verbatim.  A tape-recorded version is available in the Town Office. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy W. Ward
Administrative Assistant
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